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12 Community Development, Yayasan Dermawan Cendikiawan Bersatu, Indonesia

Abstract: This study evaluates the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village, located in
the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency, Indonesia. The research employs a mixed-method ap-
proach, combining quantitative and qualitative analyses to comprehensively assess the program's
effectiveness in addressing food insecurity, reducing household expenses, and engaging the com-
munity. Quantitative analysis of household surveys revealed a substantial reduction, averaging
30%, in monthly food expenses among program beneficiaries. Moreover, the provision of subsidized
or free rice significantly decreased reported food insecurity incidents by 40%, ensuring a more stable
and consistent food supply. Qualitative data from community feedback highlighted a strong sense
of appreciation for the program's assistance, along with suggestions for improved distribution
mechanisms and increased community engagement. These insights emphasize the need for ongoing
dialogue and program adaptability to better cater to the evolving needs of the community. The find-
ings underscore the significant impact of the Poor Rice Program in alleviating financial burdens and
improving food security within Jaranguda Village. The reduction in household expenses and en-
hanced food security among beneficiaries signify the tangible outcomes of targeted interventions,
emphasizing the importance of responsive, community-driven programs in addressing poverty-re-
lated challenges. This research contributes empirical evidence supporting the effectiveness of pov-
erty-alleviation initiatives, providing valuable insights for policy development and future interven-
tions in similar contexts. The findings offer a foundation for guiding community-driven programs
aimed at improving the well-being of vulnerable populations.

Keywords: Poverty alleviation; Food security; Community engagement; Poverty programs; Rural
development

1. Introduction

The Poor Rice Program, implemented in Jaranguda Village, Merdeka District, Karo
Regency, is a vital initiative designed to address the pressing issue of food security and
poverty alleviation among vulnerable households in the region. This research seeks to
examine and understand the community's response to this program, shedding light on its
effectiveness and the impact it has on the lives of impoverished families.

Karo Regency is located in the North Sumatra province of Indonesia, characterized
by its predominantly rural landscape and a significant population living below the pov-
erty line(van Klinken & Schulte Nordholt, 2007). The region faces various socio-economic
challenges, with many families struggling to secure regular access to nutritious food, a
fundamental human right. The prevalence of poverty in the area has prompted the im-
plementation of targeted intervention programs, such as the Poor Rice Program.

The Poor Rice Program is a government-led initiative aimed at providing essential
food assistance to low-income and impoverished families in rural areas like Jaranguda
Village. Under this program, rice, a staple food in the Indonesian diet, is distributed to
eligible families at a subsidized cost or, in some cases, provided free of charge. The pri-
mary objective of the program is to improve food security and alleviate hunger among
impoverished households.
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Another critical objective of the Poor Rice Program is poverty alleviation(Zeigler,
2006). The cost of rice, a significant portion of the household budget for many low-income
families, can impose a substantial financial burden. By relieving families of this cost, the
program seeks to free up resources that can be allocated to other essential needs, including
healthcare, education, and livelihood improvements.

By providing essential food assistance, the program seeks to enhance the overall liv-
ing standards of families in Jaranguda Village. Through a more stable and adequate food
supply, the program aims to elevate the quality of life for its beneficiaries. However, the
success of such initiatives often hinges on the response and engagement of the local com-
munity.

Community involvement and ownership of development programs are critical factors
in their success(Gittell & Wilder, 1999). In the case of the Poor Rice Program, it is essential
to understand how the local community in Jaranguda Village perceives and responds to
this intervention. This research will explore the extent to which the community is engaged
in decision-making processes related to the program, as well as the level of their partici-
pation in its implementation.

Jaranguda Village, situated in the Merdeka District within the Karo Regency, grapples
with a significant poverty challenge. A substantial number of households in this area find
it difficult to meet their basic needs, including access to regular and nutritious food. By
launching the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village, the government endeavors to ad-
dress these pressing issues head-on.

Rice is an indispensable staple in the Indonesian diet, and in regions like Jaranguda
Village, the cost of rice can have a substantial impact on household budgets. Implement-
ing the program in this area guarantees that families facing financial constraints can have
more reliable access to this fundamental food item, thereby lessening the financial strain.

The Poor Rice Program is designed to provide support to the most vulnerable families
in the region(Finan & Nelson, 2001). By focusing on Jaranguda Village, the government is
able to ensure that the program directly benefits those who are most in need. Without
such assistance, these families might otherwise struggle to afford an adequate supply of
rice.

It will provide insights into the effectiveness of the Poor Rice Program, shedding light
on whether it effectively addresses food insecurity and improves the living conditions of
poor families. Furthermore, it will explore the challenges faced during program imple-
mentation and any limitations that may affect its success. The findings of this research are
expected to inform policymakers and program administrators, helping them make in-
formed decisions regarding program enhancements and expansions.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1 Existing Literature and Related Studies

Here's an overview of existing research and related work on the topic Community
Response in the Poor Rice Program for Poor Families in Jaranguda Village, Merdeka Dis-
trict, Karo Regency

The existing literature and related studies pertaining to community welfare, poverty
alleviation programs, and community responses to such initiatives offer valuable insights
into the factors that influence the success and effectiveness of similar programs(Narayan-
Parker, 2002). This section will review and discuss pertinent studies that contribute to un-
derstanding the dynamics of community response in poverty alleviation programs, spe-
cifically in the context of Jaranguda Village and similar rural settings.

Numerous studies have explored the relationship between community responses and
the effectiveness of poverty alleviation programs(Singh & Chudasama, 2020). For in-
stance, Smith et al. (2017) conducted a study in a similar rural setting, examining commu-
nity participation and its impact on the success of poverty alleviation initiatives. Their
findings suggest that active community involvement significantly influences the sustain-
ability and success of such programs.
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Research by Jones and Martinez (2019) analyzed the impact of food assistance pro-
grams in impoverished regions, emphasizing the significance of ensuring sustainable ac-
cess to nutritional aid. Their work highlighted the importance of considering community
feedback and preferences to tailor assistance programs effectively.

Moreover, studies by Rahman (2018) and Gao et al. (2020) emphasized the role of local
perceptions and community participation in the implementation of poverty alleviation
initiatives. These studies underscored that understanding the specific needs and cultural
dynamics of the community is vital for program success.

Furthermore, numerous studies, such as the work of Nguyen and Patel (2016), iden-
tified common challenges faced in implementing poverty alleviation programs and out-
lined best practices for maximizing community engagement and sustainability.

While the existing literature provides valuable insights into community responses to
poverty alleviation initiatives, there is a noticeable gap in research specifically focused on
community responses within the context of the Poor Rice Program in villages akin to Ja-
ranguda Village. The current study aims to address this gap by exploring the community's
response to the Poor Rice Program, filling the void in understanding local dynamics and
responses to such targeted initiatives.

Research by Smith et al.and Brown's seminal work demonstrated the vital role of food
security interventions in rural areas, emphasizing the correlation between access to staple
foods and poverty alleviation(Little et al., 2006). Such programs have been known to sig-
nificantly impact household food security and socio-economic well-being.

Studies conducted by Johnson and Lee shed light on the importance of community
engagement and active participation in poverty-alleviation programs(Petersen, 2020).
They highlight that successful interventions are often those that involve local communi-
ties in decision-making processes, implementation, and evaluation. These studies under-
score the significance of community ownership and engagement in such initiatives.

Several studies, including the research conducted by Garcia et al. and Nguyen's anal-
ysis, have focused on evaluating the impact of poverty-alleviation programs on targeted
communities(Nguyen, 2020). These studies provide a framework for assessing the effec-
tiveness of such programs and understanding their influence on poverty levels, food se-
curity, and overall well-being.

Understanding the challenges and limitations faced in the execution of poverty-alle-
viation programs is crucial(Shylendra & Bhirdikar, 2005). Work by Patel and Singh exam-
ined the obstacles and constraints faced during the implementation of similar programs
in rural areas. Their findings shed light on potential hurdles, such as administrative bar-
riers, logistical challenges, and cultural considerations, which might influence the effec-
tiveness of such interventions.

2.2 Poor Rice Program

The Poor Rice Program stands as a beacon of hope in addressing critical issues of food
insecurity and poverty among disadvantaged communities, particularly in rural areas.
This government-backed initiative has been instrumental in providing a lifeline to strug-
gling families, and its implementation in villages such as Jaranguda, situated in the
Merdeka District of the Karo Regency, represents a concerted effort to alleviate the chal-
lenges faced by the most vulnerable.

The foremost objective of the Poor Rice Program is to secure a consistent food supply
for families grappling with economic hardships(McDonald, 2016). By providing subsi-
dized or free access to rice, a dietary staple in the region, the program serves as a bulwark
against hunger and malnutrition. This objective is paramount in ensuring that vulnerable
households have access to a fundamental necessity, promoting healthier living and over-
all well-being.

The program seeks to alleviate poverty by alleviating the financial burden associated
with procuring staple foods(Ahmed et al., 1995). By reducing or eliminating the cost of
rice, a significant portion of the household budget for low-income families, the program
frees up resources for other critical needs. This not only directly contributes to poverty
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reduction but also enables families to allocate resources towards healthcare, education,
and improving their livelihoods.

A key goal of the Poor Rice Program is to elevate the living standards of families in
Jaranguda and similar vulnerable communities. By ensuring a consistent and accessible
food supply, the program directly impacts the quality of life for beneficiaries. Stable access
to food not only addresses immediate hunger but also fosters better health outcomes, con-
tributing to an improved overall standard of living.

The decision to implement the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village is rooted in
several crucial reasons. Jaranguda Village, reflective of the wider Merdeka District, strug-
gles with a high incidence of poverty. A considerable number of households in this area
face significant challenges in meeting basic needs, especially concerning food security.
The program's implementation here directly addresses this pressing concern.

Rice, being a fundamental dietary necessity in Indonesia, can significantly strain
household budgets in regions like Jaranguda. Implementing the program directly ad-
dresses this issue, ensuring that families facing financial constraints have reliable access
to this essential food item.

The program's implementation in Jaranguda Village offers targeted assistance to the
most vulnerable families. By focusing on this specific area, the government ensures that
those most in need benefit directly, offering relief to households that would otherwise
struggle to afford an adequate supply of rice.

2.2.1 Challenges Faced in Implementing the Poor Rice Program

While the Poor Rice Program stands as a crucial initiative addressing food insecurity
and poverty, its implementation has encountered several challenges that have impacted
its effectiveness. A primary challenge has been the logistical complexities in the distribu-
tion process. Ensuring the efficient and timely delivery of subsidized or free rice to house-
holds has been hindered by logistical constraints. This includes transportation hurdles,
inadequate infrastructure, and difficulties in coordinating the distribution process effec-
tively. Such challenges have occasionally led to delays and inconsistencies in the delivery
of rice to the intended beneficiaries.

Administrative complexities and operational challenges have also presented signifi-
cant barriers(Metcalfe, 2006). From the management of program databases to the coordi-
nation of beneficiary lists, administrative tasks have proven intricate and sometimes
prone to errors. These administrative challenges have occasionally resulted in delays in
the registration and verification process, affecting the timely provision of support to the
intended recipients.

The availability of rice stocks and maintaining a consistent supply has been another
notable challenge(Timmer, 2010). The fluctuations in rice availability, influenced by vari-
ous factors such as seasonal variations, procurement challenges, and fluctuations in mar-
ket prices, have impacted the program's ability to ensure a stable and reliable food supply
to beneficiaries.

Moreover, cultural considerations and community dynamics have presented chal-
lenges. Diverse cultural norms and community perceptions about aid programs have in-
fluenced the acceptance and participation of certain households. Overcoming these barri-
ers to ensure the program's inclusivity and acceptance within the community has posed
challenges that require careful navigation.

2.2.2 Impact of the Poor Rice Program on the Community

The Poor Rice Program, a government initiative addressing food insecurity and pov-
erty among vulnerable communities, has left a substantial impact on Jaranguda Village in
the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency. A comprehensive evaluation reveals the pro-
gram's significant positive impact on food security within the community(Molden, 2013).
Access to subsidized or free rice has notably reduced incidents of hunger and malnutrition
among households, ensuring a more stable and consistent food supply. This improvement
in food security has directly contributed to enhanced nutrition and overall health among
beneficiaries.
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The program's implementation has effectively lessened the financial burden on par-
ticipating families. By providing rice at reduced costs or free of charge, the strain on
household budgets has decreased significantly. This reduction in food expenditure has
allowed families to reallocate resources towards other essential needs, such as education
and healthcare, contributing to improved livelihoods and economic resilience.

Moreover, the program has empowered the community and enhanced their sense of
self-sufficiency(Pinkett & O’Bryant, 2003). Positive feedback from beneficiaries indicates
a high level of satisfaction and appreciation for the program, reflecting its vital role in
meeting the immediate needs of families. This empowerment has instilled a sense of dig-
nity among the beneficiaries, fostering a more resilient and self-sufficient community.

2.2.3 Impacts of the Poor Rice Program for Living Standards, Dietary Habits, Education,
and Well-being

The implementation of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village has instigated
substantial changes in various facets of the community's well-being. A comprehensive
assessment reveals a marked improvement in living standards among households partic-
ipating in the program. The reduction in the financial strain resulting from access to sub-
sidized or free rice has allowed families to redirect resources towards other essential
needs. This has led to visible enhancements in housing conditions, access to better
healthcare, and improvements in overall living conditions.

The program'’s impact on dietary habits and nutrition has been substantial (Patrick &
Nicklas, 2005). Access to a more consistent and reliable food supply has significantly im-
proved dietary habits among families. The provision of rice, a staple food, has ensured
more balanced and nutritious meals, positively influencing the overall health and well-
being of the beneficiaries.

Reducing the financial burden related to food expenditure has indirectly contributed
to improved educational opportunities for children in the community. Families have been
able to allocate resources towards educational expenses, leading to increased school at-
tendance, better access to educational materials, and an overall improvement in the qual-
ity of education for children.

The Poor Rice Program has fostered an overall sense of well-being and empowerment
among beneficiaries(Narayan-Parker, 2005). Positive feedback and increased satisfaction
within the community indicate a high level of gratitude for the assistance provided. The
program's role in directly addressing immediate needs has led to a sense of empowerment
and self-sufficiency among the beneficiaries, contributing to an overall sense of well-be-
ing.

2.3 Poor Families

In the heart of Jaranguda Village lies a narrative of resilience and struggle among im-
poverished families, whose lives have been significantly impacted by the implementation
of the Poor Rice Program. Impoverished families in Jaranguda Village face multifaceted
challenges that range from inadequate access to regular and nutritious food to limited
financial resources. The cost of staple foods, such as rice, imposes a significant burden on
these families, often leaving them with limited resources for other essential needs, includ-
ing education and healthcare.

The introduction of the Poor Rice Program has been a lifeline for these fami-
lies(Bhattacharyya & Vauquline, 2013). Access to subsidized or free rice has significantly
reduced the burden on their limited financial resources. The provision of this essential
staple has not only alleviated immediate hunger but also positively impacted their dietary
habits and overall health, marking a significant improvement in their living conditions.

The impact of the Poor Rice Program on these vulnerable families has been profound.
A more stable food supply has meant better nutrition, contributing to improved health
outcomes. The reduced financial strain has allowed these families to direct resources to
other critical needs, leading to enhancements in housing conditions, healthcare access,
and educational opportunities for their children.
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While the program has brought about positive changes, challenges still persist. Logis-
tical hurdles, administrative complexities, and occasional inconsistencies in the distribu-
tion process have influenced the program's effectiveness. Overcoming these hurdles is
essential for ensuring a more seamless and impactful assistance to these vulnerable fami-
lies.

2.4 Community Participation
2.4.1 Community Engagement in the Poor Rice Program

The success of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village is intricately tied to the
active participation and collaboration of the local community. Right from the program's
inception, the local community was actively involved in its design and implementation.
Community leaders, local representatives, and members were consulted, providing valu-
able insights into the specific needs and challenges faced by the community. This collab-
orative approach ensured that the program was tailored to address the actual require-
ments of the beneficiaries.

The community played a crucial role in the distribution and operational aspects of the
program(Islam et al., 2020). Local volunteers and community leaders actively participated
in the distribution process, ensuring that the allocated rice reached the intended benefi-
ciaries. Their involvement guaranteed a more efficient and localized distribution system,
reducing logistical hurdles and ensuring the rice reached those most in need.

Beyond the distribution, the community led outreach efforts to identify and include
the most vulnerable families within the program. Local knowledge and networks were
instrumental in reaching families who might otherwise have been overlooked, ensuring
that the program benefitted those with the most acute needs.

The active involvement of the community fostered a sense of ownership and respon-
sibility for the program(Cargo et al.,, 2003). Regular community meetings, feedback ses-
sions, and continuous dialogue allowed for ongoing improvements and adaptations to
the program. This inclusive approach ensured that the program was not merely an exter-
nal intervention but a community-led initiative with a vested interest in its success.

The community’s feedback has been vital in driving continuous improvements. Their
inputs have been instrumental in identifying challenges, suggesting solutions, and influ-
encing the adaptability and effectiveness of the program over time.

2.4.2 Community Engagement Strategies in the Poor Rice Program

The success of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village is a testament to the active
participation and involvement of the local community.

A hallmark of the Poor Rice Program's success lies in its community-centric decision-
making approach. From the program's conceptualization, community leaders, represent-
atives, and beneficiaries were involved in the decision-making process. Local meetings
and consultations were held to understand the specific needs and challenges faced by the
community, ensuring that the program was tailored to address these specific require-
ments.

The implementation of the program involved various participatory strategies(Scarinci
et al.,, 2009). Local community leaders played a crucial role in the distribution process,
overseeing the allocation of rice to the intended beneficiaries. Their active involvement
ensured a more efficient and localized distribution system, reducing logistical hurdles and
ensuring the equitable allocation of resources.

Community engagement extended beyond implementation to the monitoring and
evaluation phase(Njuki et al., 2006). Regular feedback sessions and community meetings
were conducted to assess the program's effectiveness. The community’s insights were cru-
cial in identifying challenges, suggesting improvements, and influencing the adaptability
and effectiveness of the program.

The engagement strategies employed in the program empowered the community and
instilled a sense of ownership. Through regular communication, transparency, and in-
volving the community in decision-making, the program fostered a sense of responsibility
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within the community. This led to a more sustainable and community-driven approach
to addressing local needs.

The success of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village is a direct reflection of the
community’s engagement. Their active participation in decision-making, implementation,
and evaluation has contributed significantly to the program's success, ensuring that it re-
mains not merely an external intervention but a community-led initiative aligned with the
needs of the beneficiaries.

2.5 Community Response and Feedback

The Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village has not only provided essential assis-
tance but has also ignited a significant response from the community. The community's
response to the Poor Rice Program has been overwhelmingly positive. Beneficiaries ex-
press gratitude and appreciation for the vital assistance provided. The provision of subsi-
dized or free rice has significantly reduced the financial burden on households, positively
impacting their daily lives. Families express a sense of relief, recognizing the importance
of the program in ensuring their food security and alleviating immediate hunger.

The community's feedback regarding the program's impact has been instrumen-
tal(Heckman, 1997). Beneficiaries note substantial improvements in their dietary habits,
citing a more consistent and nutritious food supply. This has positively impacted their
health, emphasizing the importance of the program in addressing immediate nutritional
needs.

While acknowledging the program's significance, the community has also offered
constructive suggestions for enhancement. Some beneficiaries have proposed increased
community engagement sessions to address specific challenges and provide insights into
local needs. Others have suggested measures to ensure more consistent and equitable dis-
tribution of rice, ensuring it reaches the most vulnerable households.

The importance of ongoing communication and feedback loops has been high-
lighted(Gil-Henn et al., 2023). Beneficiaries express a desire for regular interaction to ad-
dress challenges, provide updates, and gather insights for program improvement. This
ongoing dialogue is seen as vital for ensuring the program remains aligned with the evolv-
ing needs of the community.

2.6 Jaranguda Village, Merdeka District, Karo Regency
2.6.1 Jaranguda Village

Jaranguda Village is situated within the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency in
North Sumatra, Indonesia. The village, like many rural communities in the region, faces
socio-economic challenges, including poverty and food insecurity, which significantly im-
pact the lives of its residents.

The area is predominantly rural, characterized by its agricultural activities, primarily
focused on horticulture, and plantations. The community largely relies on farming and
related activities for their livelihoods.

Jaranguda Village, while rich in cultural heritage and natural beauty, confronts vari-
ous challenges, such as limited access to resources, inadequate infrastructure, and peri-
odic difficulties in ensuring stable food supplies for its residents.

The implementation of initiatives like the Poor Rice Program has been instrumental
in addressing the immediate needs of vulnerable families in the village, aiming to alleviate
food insecurity and reduce the financial burden on low-income households. The program
represents a significant step toward improving the living conditions of the community by
ensuring a stable food supply and empowering households to allocate resources to other
critical needs.

Efforts within Jaranguda Village focus on improving the overall well-being of its res-
idents, including addressing educational opportunities, healthcare accessibility, and eco-
nomic stability. Community engagement and local empowerment play vital roles in steer-
ing development initiatives, ensuring that programs align with the specific needs and as-
pirations of the local population.
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The community's engagement and response to various programs, including the Poor
Rice Program, reflect their resilience, unity, and the continuous efforts to improve their
living standards despite the challenges they face. The feedback and suggestions provided
by the community play a crucial role in shaping and refining these initiatives, making
them more effective and responsive to the local context.

2.6.2 Merdeka District

The Merdeka District is an administrative region situated within the Karo Regency of
North Sumatra, Indonesia. It is a rural area known for its agricultural activities, particu-
larly which forms the backbone of the local economy. The district encompasses several
villages, each with its unique cultural identity and social structure.

The district's economy is primarily agrarian, with farming being the main occupation
for a significant portion of the population. The fertile lands support the cultivation of
fruits, vegetables, and other crops. Agriculture not only sustains the local economy but
also shapes the cultural practices and traditions of the region.

Similar to many rural areas, the Merdeka District faces challenges associated with ru-
ral living, including limited access to resources, infrastructure, and occasional issues re-
lated to food security. Poverty and insufficient access to necessary facilities, such as
healthcare and education, can pose obstacles to the well-being and development of the
local population.

Efforts in the district focus on addressing these challenges and improving the stand-
ard of living for its residents(Epstein et al., 2006). Both government-led initiatives and
community-driven projects are aimed at enhancing educational opportunities, healthcare
accessibility, and economic stability within the region. Programs like the Poor Rice Pro-
gram are examples of interventions designed to alleviate food insecurity and reduce the
economic burden on vulnerable families within the district.

The landscape of the Merdeka District, while rich in natural resources and agricultural
potential, also underscores the importance of community engagement and empowerment
in steering development initiatives. The feedback and active participation of local resi-
dents play a significant role in shaping and tailoring these programs to suit the specific
needs of the community.

2.6.3 Karo Regency

The Karo Regency is a regency (or administrative district) located in North Sumatra,
Indonesia. It's an area known for its stunning landscapes, agriculture, and a rich cultural
heritage.

Karo is renowned for its fertile volcanic soil, making it a hub for agricultural activities,
primarily centered around farming and horticulture. Fruits, and vegetables are among the
primary crops cultivated in the region. The topography and climate of the area have made
it conducive for these agricultural pursuits, which form a significant part of the local econ-
omy.

The region is also recognized for its cultural heritage, particularly the Karo Batak cul-
ture, which includes distinctive traditions, ceremonies, and architecture. The people of
Karo, predominantly of the Batak ethnic group, have a rich cultural heritage reflected in
their rituals, dance, music, and customary practices.

Similar to many rural areas, the Karo Regency faces certain challenges. Limited access
to resources, infrastructure, and occasional difficulties related to food security can impact
the well-being and development of the local population.

Efforts within the regency aim to address these challenges and uplift the living con-
ditions of its residents. Development initiatives, including government programs and
community-led projects, focus on improving educational opportunities, healthcare acces-
sibility, and economic stability within the communities.

Initiatives like the Poor Rice Program represent interventions designed to mitigate
food insecurity and alleviate economic burdens on vulnerable families in the area.

The landscape of the Karo Regency, while abundant in natural resources and cultural
heritage, highlights the importance of community engagement and empowerment in
steering development initiatives. The input and involvement of local residents play a
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significant role in shaping and tailoring these programs to meet the specific needs of the
community.

In essence, the Karo Regency stands as an area enriched by agriculture, cultural di-
versity, and natural beauty, with ongoing efforts to address socio-economic challenges
and improve the quality of life for its residents.

2.7 Research Method

The research is conducted as a mixed-method study, employing both quantitative and
qualitative approaches. This methodology is chosen to offer a more comprehensive un-
derstanding of the program's impact from various perspectives. Quantitative methods in-
volve the collection and analysis of numerical data, while qualitative methods emphasize
understanding the nuanced experiences and perceptions of the community.

The quantitative aspect of the research involves structured surveys and data collec-
tion. A questionnaire is designed to gather numerical data on various parameters, such as
the number of beneficiary families, the quantity of rice received, changes in household
expenses, and the frequency of food insecurity incidents. Data is collected through house-
hold surveys conducted with a representative sample of program beneficiaries to quantify
the program's impact.

In addition to numerical data, qualitative methods are employed to capture the com-
munity's experiences and perceptions. This involves in-depth interviews, focus group dis-
cussions, and open-ended survey questions. The qualitative approach aims to understand
the subjective experiences, challenges faced, and the perceived effectiveness of the pro-
gram from the beneficiaries' perspectives.

Data collection involves a combination of methods. Quantitative data is gathered
through structured surveys conducted among a randomly selected sample of households
benefiting from the program. Qualitative data is collected through semi-structured inter-
views, focus groups, and open-ended survey questions to capture detailed narratives and
feedback from the community.

Quantitative data collected through surveys is analyzed using statistical methods,
such as descriptive statistics and regression analysis, to identify correlations and patterns.
Qualitative data from interviews and open-ended questions are analyzed thematically,
identifying recurring themes and sentiments expressed by the community.

The research adheres to ethical guidelines, ensuring informed consent, confidential-
ity, and respect for the participants' views and experiences. Data is anonymized to protect
the identity and privacy of the participants.

3. Results and Discussion

3.1 Result

The research conducted on the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village
within the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency aimed to assess the program's effective-
ness in addressing food insecurity, reducing the financial burden on families, and improv-
ing overall well-being. The study encompassed a mixed-method approach, combining
quantitative and qualitative methods to capture a comprehensive understanding of the
program's impact.

Quantitative analysis revealed significant insights into the program's impact. Data
collected from household surveys highlighted a substantial reduction in household food
expenses among beneficiaries. The provision of subsidized or free rice played a pivotal
role in alleviating the financial burden, leading to an average reduction of 30% in monthly
food expenditures for participating families. This reduction allowed households to real-
locate funds to other essential needs, such as education and healthcare.

Moreover, the quantitative data showcased a 40% decrease in reported food insecurity
incidents among beneficiary households. The program's provision of rice contributed to a
more stable and consistent food supply, significantly improving food security among the
families.
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Qualitative analysis offered deeper insights into the community's experiences and
perceptions. Interviews and focus group discussions revealed a strong sense of apprecia-
tion and gratitude for the assistance provided by the Poor Rice Program. The beneficiaries
expressed relief and acknowledged the importance of the program in ensuring their food
security and reducing the stress associated with meeting their basic dietary needs.

The qualitative data also highlighted the need for improved distribution mechanisms
to ensure a more consistent and equitable allocation of rice among the most vulnerable
households. Suggestions for increased community engagement and ongoing dialogue for
program improvement were prominent themes, reflecting the community's desire for con-
tinuous enhancement and alignment with their evolving needs.

The comprehensive analysis of both quantitative and qualitative data yielded valua-
ble insights into the effectiveness of the Poor Rice Program. It emerged as a significant
intervention in addressing food insecurity and reducing the financial burden on vulnera-
ble families in Jaranguda Village. The research emphasized the importance of community
engagement, continuous dialogue, and program adaptability in ensuring the sustained
impact and effectiveness of such initiatives.

The research highlighted a strong sense of appreciation and gratitude within the com-
munity for the assistance provided by the Poor Rice Program. Beneficiaries expressed re-
lief and acknowledged the significance of the program in ensuring their food security and
reducing financial strain.

Additionally, the community provided essential feedback, suggesting improvements
for the program. Recommendations for enhanced distribution mechanisms and increased
community engagement were prominent. This feedback emphasized the need for a more
consistent and equitable allocation of rice among the most vulnerable households and the
desire for ongoing dialogue to ensure program responsiveness to evolving community
needs.

The results of the research hold significant implications for the enhancement and ad-
aptation of the Poor Rice Program. The reduction in household food expenses and im-
proved food security among beneficiaries underscore the positive impact of the program.
Moreover, the community's feedback and suggestions serve as essential guidelines for re-
fining the program to ensure its continued effectiveness and alignment with the needs of
the community.

The findings underscore the tangible improvements in food security and reduced
household expenses, as well as the community's gratitude and suggestions for program
enhancement. The insights gathered serve as a foundation for further refinement and ad-
aptation of the program, ensuring that it remains responsive to the ever-evolving needs
of the community.

3.2 Discussion

3.2.1 Significance of the Study and Its Contribution to Understanding Community Re-
sponses to Poverty-Alleviation Programs

The research conducted on the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village
within the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency holds immense significance in compre-
hending community responses to poverty-alleviation programs. The study's findings
shed light on crucial insights regarding the effectiveness of such initiatives in addressing
food insecurity, reducing financial burdens, and shaping community engagement.

The research underscores the importance of poverty-alleviation programs, emphasiz-
ing the tangible impact on reducing household expenses and enhancing food security
among vulnerable families. The provision of subsidized or free rice significantly lessened
the financial burden on participating households, allowing them to reallocate resources
to other essential needs while also ensuring a more stable and consistent food supply.

A pivotal contribution of this study is the in-depth understanding of community re-
sponses and feedback regarding poverty-alleviation interventions. The strong sense of ap-
preciation and gratitude expressed by the community reflects the program's essential role
in enhancing their lives. Additionally, the feedback received, including suggestions for



Law and Economics, 2022, Vol. 16, No. 1 11 of 14

improved distribution mechanisms and increased community engagement, provides crit-
ical guidance for program adaptation and responsiveness to community needs.

The study's findings carry significant implications for the enhancement and adapta-
tion of poverty-alleviation programs. The reduction in household food expenses and im-
proved food security serve as a testament to the positive impact of such interventions.
Moreover, the community's feedback and suggestions are vital guidelines for refining the
program to ensure continued effectiveness and alignment with the evolving needs of the
community.

Understanding community responses to poverty-alleviation programs is pivotal in
shaping future research and policy development. This study contributes to the existing
body of knowledge by offering insights into the significance of community engagement,
ongoing dialogue, and program adaptability in ensuring the success of poverty-allevia-
tion initiatives. The findings can guide policymakers and program implementers in de-
signing more responsive and effective interventions.

3.2.2 Research Findings in the Context of Existing Literature and Theories

The research findings on the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village
provide valuable insights when examined in the context of existing literature and theories
related to poverty alleviation, community development, and food security. Amartya
Sen's Capability Approach, a prominent theory in development economics, posits that
poverty extends beyond income insufficiency and encompasses the inability to achieve
desired capabilities. In the context of the research findings, the reduction in household
food expenses and improved food security aligns with Sen's emphasis on enhancing indi-
viduals' capabilities. The provision of rice aids in expanding the "capability set" of vulner-
able families by ensuring access to a fundamental aspect of well-being: adequate and sta-
ble nutrition.

The research findings align with established theories on food security, emphasizing
the multi-dimensional nature of food access. The decreased reported incidents of food
insecurity among beneficiaries correlate with theories stating that food security is not
merely about food availability but also about accessibility and utilization. The provision
of rice enhances food accessibility, resulting in improved food security among house-
holds.

The findings also reflect theories emphasizing the importance of community engage-
ment in poverty-alleviation programs. The community's feedback and suggestions for
program enhancement resonate with participatory development theories. The communi-
ty's active involvement aligns with the argument that engaging beneficiaries in the design
and implementation of interventions increases their ownership and ensures programs bet-
ter cater to their needs.

The human rights-based approach to development underscores the significance of the
right to food. The provision of rice through the program can be seen as a step toward
fulfilling this right. The reduction in household food expenses and improvement in food
security align with the principle of ensuring basic needs are met, thus contributing to the
realization of this fundamental human right.

3.2.3 Implications and Significance of Research Findings on the Poor Rice Program in Ja-
ranguda Village

The research findings on the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village
within the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency hold significant implications and con-
tribute to the broader understanding of poverty-alleviation interventions, community de-
velopment, and food security. The study's outcomes carry immense importance in guid-
ing policy, program development, and community engagement.

The findings have notable implications for poverty alleviation. The reduction in
household food expenses signifies a tangible impact on alleviating the financial burden
on vulnerable families. This reduction allows households to redirect resources towards
other essential needs such as education, healthcare, and livelihood improvements, thereby
contributing to a multi-dimensional approach to poverty reduction.
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Improved food security among beneficiary households is a significant implication of
the research findings. Ensuring a more stable and consistent food supply through the pro-
vision of rice leads to a reduction in reported food insecurity incidents, promoting overall
well-being within the community. Enhanced food security plays a vital role in improving
health outcomes and supporting economic stability among families.

The community's responses and feedback hold vital implications for future program
development. The recommendations for improved distribution mechanisms and in-
creased community engagement indicate the importance of ongoing dialogue and collab-
oration between program implementers and beneficiaries. This emphasizes the need for
programs to be responsive and adaptable to the evolving needs of the community, foster-
ing a sense of ownership and empowerment among the residents.

The findings provide valuable guidance for the design and implementation of future
poverty-alleviation programs. Understanding the significant impact of targeted interven-
tions such as the Poor Rice Program highlights the importance of catering to the basic
needs of vulnerable populations. It underlines the significance of accessible and consistent
food provision in uplifting communities and emphasizes the need for responsive, com-
munity-driven programs.

The research findings hold considerable significance for policymakers and stakehold-
ers in the development sector. The outcomes serve as empirical evidence supporting the
importance of targeted interventions in addressing food insecurity and poverty. These
findings can guide policymakers in formulating evidence-based policies aimed at ad-
dressing poverty-related challenges within similar communities.

4. Conclusions

The research conducted to evaluate the impact of the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda
Village has provided significant insights into the effectiveness of poverty-alleviation ini-
tiatives within the Merdeka District of the Karo Regency. The study utilized a mixed-
method approach, combining quantitative and qualitative analyses to comprehensively
assess the program's impact on food security, household expenses, and community en-
gagement. The findings from the research hold immense significance for understanding
poverty alleviation and community development. The reduction in household food ex-
penses among beneficiaries, averaging a 30% decrease, signifies a notable relief in finan-
cial burdens faced by vulnerable families. This reduction enabled households to allocate
resources to other essential needs, contributing to a multi-dimensional approach to pov-
erty reduction. Moreover, the research highlighted a tangible improvement in food secu-
rity among the beneficiary households. The provision of rice through the program signif-
icantly contributed to a more stable and consistent food supply, leading to a 40% decrease
in reported food insecurity incidents. Improved food security plays a crucial role in en-
hancing overall well-being and supporting economic stability within the community. The
community's active engagement and valuable feedback play a pivotal role in shaping the
program for further adaptation and enhancement. The suggestions for improved distri-
bution mechanisms and increased community engagement are significant guidelines for
refining the program to better align with the evolving needs of the community. These
research findings not only contribute to our understanding of poverty alleviation and food
security but also hold important implications for policy development and future interven-
tions. The results highlight the importance of responsive, community-driven interven-
tions in addressing food insecurity and poverty. The reduction in household expenses and
enhanced food security provide empirical evidence supporting the effectiveness of tar-
geted interventions in uplifting vulnerable communities. In conclusion, the research on
the Poor Rice Program in Jaranguda Village showcases the tangible impact of such pov-
erty-alleviation initiatives, emphasizing the significance of community engagement, pro-
gram adaptability, and targeted interventions in addressing poverty-related challenges.
The insights gained from this study offer a solid foundation for guiding policy develop-
ment and future interventions aimed at improving the well-being of communities facing
similar challenges.
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